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What happens now? 


ODOT to explore options after tax defeat 


The overwhelming defeat of Ballot 
Measure 5 on the May 23 Primary 
Election will mean ODOT- staff and 
service reductions as well as the 
continuing deterioration of the highway 
system. 

Voters defeated the two cent gas tax 
increase request by ‘a 2-to-1 margin. 
Voting patterns across the state were. 
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said. 


rotate regions; 
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The DMV _ has 
regional axis. 

Region supervisors have pulled up 
roots and rotated jobs, announces 
DMV Administrator, Skip Grover. 
The change was effective June 1. 

Here’s the breakdown: 

Arnold Storhoff moved from the 
Central to the Northern Region, 
formerly headed by Bob Dow. Dow 
took over the Southwestern Region, 
formerly under Jack Spencer. 
Spencer now heads the Central and 
Northwest Regions, which have been 


shifted on its 


combined. Gary Reid, of the 
Northwest Region, | retired last 
January. 


Pat Guymon will remain as 
supervisor of the Eastern Region. 

“This came about as a result of 
both their desires and mine, to make 
a change,” Grover said. ‘‘Periodic 
changes are healthy; they bring in 
fresh perspectives.” 


Combining the Central and 


Northwest Regions is an experiment. 
_ “We're beginning to look at ways to 
up. the Structure, 4 


Grover 


similar to the 1976 penny gas tax voting 
pattern. (See map on page 3 for county 
break-downs). About one half a million 
votes were casts, compared to about one 
million in 1976. 


~ What will happen now -- how many 


employees will be laid off? The public, 
employees and the media have been 
asking ODOT officials these questions. 
There are no specific answers yet; only 
vague predictions. According to 
Director Bob Burco, lay-offs, if any, 
probably won’t occur until after the 
1979 Legislative session. 

The Transportation Commission, 
Gov. Bob Straub and ODOT staff will 
explore answers to the budget dilemma 
during a meeting at the Transportation 
Building on June 13. 

Some of the questions to be 
addressed include: Whether to 
approach the Legislature for General 
Funds; whether to skim money from 
other programs in order to meet road 
maintenance needs; whether another 
revenue proposal should be considered; 
how to approach the external revenue 
requests from the the State Police and 
the PUC; what effect decreased revenue 
will have on other ODOT divisions. 

In the wake of the defeat, members 


Open house attendance throughout 
the state during National Transportation 
Week last May almost doubled over last 
year’s count, reports Bob Gormsen, 
NTW coordinator. 

Last year, 1,534 persons attended; 
2,560 came this year. The only region 
not participating was Region 3. Here is 


proposed constitutional amendment 
that would limit gas tax revenue to 
highway repair, maintenance and 
construction. 

Sponsored by Sens. L. B. Day, 
Robert Smith and Rep. Bill Markham, 
the amendment would etiminate 
Highway Fund transfers to the State 
Police and other outside agencies. 

“Our board of directors believes this 


Open house attendance doubles 


the breakdown: 

METRO and Region 1: 300. Salem 
and Region 2: 800. Region 4: 750. 
Region 5: Pendleton, 160; LaGrande, 
500; Ontario, 50. 

Gormson attributes the strong 
increase to experience. ‘‘We were more 
organized, had more imaginative use of 


The air bag car demorsteaon was one of the popular displays iti Salem’s Open 
House for National Transportation Week. Above, Norm Solomon of the Oregon 
Traffic Safety Commission tells students from Candalaria Grade School how the bag 


inflates during harsh impacts. 
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amendment will enhance Oregon’s 
highway program and will help avoid 
future lay-offs,” said Leroy Churchill, 
AEE president, noting that members 
have expressed ‘“‘considerable support.” 
The Oregon Log Truckers 
Association are also backing the 
Smith-Day amendment, and have been 
gathering signatures to put the 
amendment on the November ballot. 


facilities. The quality of displays and 
work of committee members was higher 
this year,” he said. 

The largest attendance occurred in 
Bend. Last year’s count was 25. Setting 
up displays at the town’s shopping mall 
rather than at region headquarters 
caused the increase, said region officials. 


Park violations 
on the rise, 


say managers 


The park season is here. Hiking, 
sunbathing, family picnics, frisbee . . . 
litter, dogs on the loose, loud keggers, 
vandalism. 

During the past few years, park 
managers have been gradually loosing 
control over these latter activities. The 
Parks Branch has discussed solving the 
problem through legislation that would 
give park personnel authority to issue 
citations to persons violating park rules. 

During the 1977 Legislature, a bill 
was introduced but died in committee. 


According to Park officials, 
enforcement laws in other states are 
working. 

However, a manager’s committee 


recently recommended that personnel 
not be given the authority, because 
“Park managers can’t manage parks and 
be policemen at the same time,” said 
Superintendent Dave Talbot. 

The issue was discussed during a tour 
of Portland-area parks by legislators and 
park advisory committee members on 
May 11. 

Meeting with Deputy Superintendent 
Warren Gaskill and Region 1 Supervisor 

Cont. on page three 


JUNE 1978 


VIA 


Complex issues translated 
into simple money matters’ 


What will happen now that the gas 
tax has been defeated? Will there be 
layoffs, program scale-downs, 
diminishing services? 

There are no simple answers to the 
revenue problems now facing ODOT. 
Director Bob Burco consented to a 
taped interview in lieu of his column 
this month. In general, the 
overwhelming no vote reveals the 
growing dissatisfaction with 
governmental costs on all levels, 
according to Burco. 

Here are more of his observations 
and forecasts: 


VIA: Were you surprised at how badly 
the gas tax was defeated? 

Burco: Yes. | thought it would be 
much closer. In fact, | was hoping 
for a victory. 


VIA: Why do you think the gas tax 
lost? 

Burco: | think it lost because the issues, 
which were very complex, translated 
into very simple ones for the voters. We 
were able to be convincing with the 
Legislature and newspaper editors, who 
spent a lot of time dealing with the 
complexity of the issues. But when it 
came down to a public vote, | don’t 
think anybody really looked at it in 
terms of subtleties, such as repairs vs 
construction, or limitations on 
non-highway functions and other things. 
They looked at it as a money matter. It 
was the one tax they got to vote on, and 
they voted no. 


VIA: So you see it as a taxpayer revolt? 
Burco: Yes, exactly. | don’t read it asa 
failure on our part to judge the major 
issues of highway funding. 


VIA: What happens now? Do you think 
we will have to reduce the ‘level of 
services the department provides? 

Burco: | do, significantly. That’s the 
message of the voters. | think that’s the 
only way you can be consistent and 
credible in state government. The myth 
is that public votes come and go but 
state government goes on_ blissfully 
ahead without showing impact. | think 
clearly that this was a public choice 
about costs and a service. Now that 
we’ve had that vote, | think it’s our 
responsiblity to trim services and do so 
as equitably and responsibly as we can. 


VIA: In what major areas will those 
reductions in services come? 

Burco: | think the number one area is 
highway maintenance and 


rehabilitation. The key focus of the new 


money was on programs that did not 
have federal funding. They include state 
primary and secondary highway 
improvements. We just don’t have the 
money to focus on those key concerns, 
and that’s probably where the first cuts 
will come. 


VIA: We’ve begun some hiring lately to 
gear up for the minimum level highway 
program. Will those hirings stop now 
and, even beyond that, would you 
anticipate some layoffs? 
Burco: We have to seriously look at 
that. The anticipation was that we were 
short some engineers to do even 
program B. That was before we got the 
startling news of the anticipated State 
Police budget, being well above 
expectations, and some of the external 
requests. Without-some relief on the 
claims of the police budget, and without 
some relief from general funds, we 
would be hard-pressed even to do 
program B. 

| think it’s premature to make those 
decisions now. In the next month the 
commission will meet with the governor 
to discuss a range of options, and they 
will seriously consider these things at 
their regular meetings on May 30 and 
June 20. 


VIA: What guidance on budget 
preparations have you received so far 
from the governor? 
Burco: | met with him just after the 
vote to get some guidance on issues such 
as general fund availability,,State Police 
budget and some other questions about 
what priorities were in his mind. He will 
meet with the commission to lay out 
these same things with them, so | don’t 
want to prejudge the results of that 
meeting. ‘ 
| think he feels strongly, however, 
that Motor Vehicle services, despite our 
financial difficulties, need to be 
improved. He feels that the voters have 
spoken on issues of, highway 
construction and maintenance, and 
there probably will be reductions there. 
It’s most unclear where we stand on 
Parks. If you recall from last session, 
Parks is already going through a difficult 
transition involving a shift to partial 
general fund support. We don’t know 
where the mix among highway, general 
funds and user fees will settle down. 


VIA: How do you think the gas tax 
defeat will affect the chances for Ballot 
Measure 3, the registration fee increase, 
on the November ballot? 

Burco: It will greatly reduce the chance 
of passage unless we package it in terms 


of increased Motor Vehicle services 
almost exclusively. | think the highway 
funding issues have been dealt with by 
the public. 


VIA: If Measure 3 also fails in 
November, what will be the combined 
impact of the defeats on our services, 
for instance in highway maintenance 
and construction? 

Burco: Certainly we won’t be able to 
do several programs that we took 
around to the public in the 39 meetings 
last fall. Beyond that, the question of 
whether we can do all Program B 
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‘| don’t see bringing 
another gas tax vote to 
the public within the 
next two sessions.”’ 
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projects is tied up in other issues 


beyond the ballot measure. 

It’s tied up in the amount of general 
fund money available for Parks and 
other parts of the program. It’s tied up 
in the impact of the possible 
constitutional amendment that may also 
be on the ballot in November. It’s tied 
up to some degree-in the federal aid bill 
that will be passed this fall by Congress. 

And finally, it will be tied to some 
smaller fiscal measures that might be 
presented to the legislature next year to 
fund limited aspects of programs. 
Examples of these might be a 
hotel-motel tax to fund part or all of 
the tourism program; the possibility of 
day user fee permits for state parks that 
might supplement the park income ; a 
change in a fine schedule for 
over-weight trucks that might 


contribute to the maintenance budget; 


some changes in PUC fees that might 
either reduce cost or increase income; 
and several other measures that might 
amount to $10 or.$20 million. 

Another key area is to increase the 
user costs of specific Motor Vehicle 
services for registration, licenses, 
transfers, and other things so that they 
will more adequately cover the direct 
costs. 


VIA: Let’s explore that general fund 
question. The state’s economists have 
forecast a beginning balance deficit in 
the next session to deal with existing 
programs. In light of that, do you think 
there is any real chance of getting 
general fund support? 

Burco: Yes. | think that the issue is still 
with us about diversions from the 
highway fund or additional cost on the 
highway fund. Even though the 
limitations of 8% on the State Police and 
1% on Parks weren’t approved by 
voters, | think those issues still need to 
be addressed. They are long-range issues, 
and | don’t think the executive branch, 
or the legislature, will retreat from the 
beginnings they made last session. 


PMU hats UT a TT a 
Ira ag pain 
Mi peony germs 


VIA: If backers of the constitutional 
amendment should succeed in getting 
their measure on the November ballot, 
do you think the department and the 
commission should support it? 

Burco: | don’t want to prejudge the 
position of either the governor or the 
commission. | think that the problems, 
today, and certainly in the future, of 
the size of the state police budget for its 
traffic patrol, are of such substantial 
impact, and growing so rapidly that they 
will have to be dealt with. The Parks 
issue is a small one; to my recollection, 
there’s less than a million dollars of 
highway funds in the Parks budget this 
year. 


VIA: If it is finally decided that we 
have to reduce manpower in the 
department, can you foresee when that 
decision might be reached? 


Burco: | think decisions about hiring 
freezes would be reached much earlier — ts 
than the layoff question, but | don’t 


anticipate final resolution of most of 
these issues until the end of the 1979 
legislative session. 


VIA: The voters have said no to us 
twice now, and both ballot measures 
were premised on a deteriorating 
highway system and the inability of the 
highway fund to repair it without 


additional revenue. How far down do 
highways have to go before the 
public will vote additional taxes? 


Burco: | don’t see bringing another gas 
tax vote to the public within the next. 
two legislative sessions. But | do see a 
continuing effort to look at various user 
charges during this time, and also | 
think the general fund issue will 
continue to be addressed. | think, 
realistically, we will have to expect an 
erosion of the highway system quality 
for four or five years until it is very real 
to the public. Our professional 
anticipation of the problem simply isn’t 
adequate to overcome the public’s 
distrust of government. 


VIA: The department employees have 


just come through, or started to work 
their way out of, a low morale phase 
connected with the layoffs and defeat 
of Measure 8 in 1976. Now, with 
Measure 5’s defeat, are we headed for 
another low morale period? 

Burco: It’s hard to have great amounts 
of optimism in this sort of climate. 
However, in the long run, | think we are 
still moving toward making the 
department broader-based and more 
versatile. 

We face a unique situation now. If 
correction programs, or mental health 
programs, or a variety of other general 
fund programs, were put to a public 
vote, they would likely be defeated too. 


Therefore, it is difficult to interpret this — 


kind of electoral defeat as negativism 


about our program versus the range of | 


other programs in state government. So 


that’s perhaps the only morale booster | 


can cite. The vote is probably a negative - 
one about government in general and 
the cost of taxes. ot 
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Authority may open a ‘pandora’s Box’ 


Cont. from page 1 
Frank Stiles were Sens. Blaine Whipple, 
Bill McCoy and Rep. Glen Whallon. 
Advisory Committee members present 
were Lou Beck and Orcelia Forbes. 


“Bluffing”’ doesn’t work 


During a stop at Rooster Rock State 
Park, Ken Lucas, park. manager, 
explained the problem: 

“Public attitudes toward authority 
have changed since 1965,” he said, ‘“‘and 
that includes park authority. Since we 
can’t legally enforce rules, all we can do 
is bluff our way through, but it isn’t 
working any more. | spent 50 percent of 
my time last summer controlling 
people.” 

Common problems he’s encountered 
include unleashed dogs and cars parked 
on the grass.’’ It’s frustrating when 
people ignore numerous requests to 
either move a car or leash their dog,’ 
Lucas said, “because nothing can be 
done unless you call the police.”’ 

Parks rely on police agencies when 
abuse gets out of hand. ‘Sometimes by 
the time they get here, it’s too late. The 
people and problems are gone, the 
damage is done.”’ 

Citation authority would give park 
personnel the authority to enforce 
smaller abuses, like unleashed dogs. 

“Tl wouldn’t anticipate writing many 
tickets. It would be more useful as a 
threat to people -- at least they’d know | 
could write a ticket,” Lucas said. 

“Authority is needed only to a point. 
| have no desire to become a policeman 
and strap a .45 (pistol) to my leg. We 
still must rely on police enforcement.” 

After the tour, VIA asked park 
manages throughout the state whether 
personnel should have citation 


authority. The question has been 


Pt brewing for the past three years and 
feelings are strong both ways. 


Pandora’s Box 


All agree with Lucas that park rule 
abuse has increased dramatically during 
the past 10 years. Many feel, however, 


Concrete pour 
on big bridge 
lasted 3 days 


Progress on the Jackson 
Bridge last month 
record-breaking feat. 

One of the largest continuous 
concrete pours ever undertaken in 
the U.S. occurred at the bridge site 


(1-205) 
involved a 


in mid May. During three 
consecutive days, some 280,000 
cubic feet of concrete weighing 
about 42 million pounds were 
pumped into a hole 96 feet below 


the surface of the Columbia River to 
form a huge block to support one 
of the bridge’s 16 piers. 

The pour will stand 33 feet and 
cover an area of about 14 by 53 
feet, according to ODOT Projects 
Engineer Al Harwood. 

Before the pour, the contractor, 
Willamette-AlC-General, excavated a 
huge hole 55 feet deep into the 
river bottom down to a river rock 
base called a Troutdale formation. 


Then a_ cofferdam _ (water-tight 
enclosure) was built -- one of the 
deepest ever made in the world, 


according to Harwood. 

Workers. will pump water out of 
the cofferdam and _ build the 
re-enforced concrete pier for the 
bridge. About 80 men were involved 
in round-the-clock pouring from a 
floating batch plant which was 
continually supplied by barge with 
sand, gravel and cement. 

The bridge, to cost $175 million, 
will be completed in 1982. It will 
span the Columbia River between 


. Portland and Washington. 


that citation authority would open a 
“‘Pandora’s Box’ that would never 
close. 

Ray Ruedi, Prineville Reservoir, 
served on a committee to form a 
proposal to adopt citation authority 
three years ago. “If we had it, people 
would realize they’d be cited and some 
of the rule abuse would stop,”’ he said. 


Dogs running loose in parks are among 
the common problems facing state park 
managers. - 


Nudes dont 


Nudity in state parks was another 
problem legislators and advisory 
committee members learned about 
during the May 11 park tour. 

“Nudity isn’t the problem,” said 


Ken Lucas, Rooster Rock State Park | 


manager. “‘It’s the ‘non-desirables’ 
who come out to gawk who cause 
the problems.” 

Because Rooster Rock has 
attracted nude sunbathers in the 
past, a section was officially zoned 
for nudists last fall. A sign put up 
last month warns: “Visitors who 
may be offended should not proceed 
beyond this point.” 


One in the buff, two in the bush 


There were 600 nude sunbathers 
during one of the hottest days last 
summer, Lucas estimates, and twice 
as many came to look. 

The situation provoked action. 
Three recommendations were 
considered. “First we talked about 
ending nudism, but it isn’t illegal,” 
Lucas. said. A 1971 Jaw declares 
nudity illegal only when it ‘‘elicits 


“We recommeded that some, not all, 
park people have the authority and be 
trained, but the branch was too leery 
and wouldn’t go with it. It will work for 
the smaller abuse needs.”’ 

John Lilly, Silver Falls: “A year ago, 
managers wanted it. Now we’ve come 
full circle and don’t. | have mixed 
emotions. It would work if we kept a 
low profile, like the Forestry or Fish 
and Wildlife Departments, and not get 
into major enforcement.” 

Don Pizer, Ft. Stevens: ‘I’m against 
it. It could bring too many problems, 
like should we wear guns? Will we lose 
police help? What about liability and 
court time involved?”’ 

Joe Davis, Honeyman: “A few years 
ago | would have approved, but now the 
laws are too complex. Had we started 
then, we’d be knowledgable enough 
now. People with the authority need to 
be well trained.” 


We need backing 


Gary Schmidt, Cove Palisades: ‘Yes, 
but only in extreme cases. | don’t want 
to be a policemen. I’d resort to giving 
citations only after giving sufficient 
warnings.” 

Steve Roberts, Farewell Bend: “It 
would work if we were properly trained. 
Personally, | wouldn’t want the 
authority, but | think there. should be 
one person per crew with it. It could cut 


ATTENTION 


down on problems.” 

Lotnmabiinentar mune. Carpe 
Lookout: “Sometimes | think it would 
work, but as long as we have the help of 
police cadets, we should stay out of it. 
There are too many headaches. We 
could end up losing time in court. It will 
take more study and total backing from 
the ‘powers that be’ in Salem before I’d 
want it.” 

Gerald Lucas, Region 5 
supervisor: ‘It’s a necessary evil, and 
part of our growing responsibility. | 
have mixed feelings, but we can’t 
continue bluffing our’ authority and 
being the nice guys all the time. It’s 
gotten that bad.” 

A managers’ committee recently 
recommeded that personnel not have 
the authority and that more money be 
invested in outside police protection, 
according to Ray Leavitt, field 
operations manager. 

“Our managers have been pushed 
around by the public more the past few 
years but we feel that they shouldn’t be 
involved in police work,” he said. 

The branch is holding to that 
position. 

However, if legislation were to be 
introduced sometime in the future, it 
would call for ‘“‘very limited authority 
to issue citiations for limited, specific 
reasons,” said Deputy Superintendent 
Warren Gaskill. 


Cause problems -- others do 


ia 


NUDE SUNBATHING MAY BE 
ENCOUNTERED ON THE EAST 

BEACH. VISITORS WHO MAY. } 
BE OFFENDED SHOULD NOT } 
PROCEED BEYOND THIS POINT. (iy 
DISROBING IS NOT ALLOWED 

UNTIL ARRIVING AT THE 
DESIGNATED AREA. 


Legislators and members of the Parks Advisory Committee take 


at 


a look at a 


newly-erected sign that establishes an area for nude sunbathers at Rooster Rock. 


sexual arousal.” 
The branch also _ considered 

ignoring the issue, but settled on 

zoning the east beach for nudity. 
Lucas maintains a ‘‘wait and see’ 


’ 
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attitude about this coming summer. 

“Eventually the Legislature will 
have to do something about it if the 
problems surrounding nudity 
continue,” Lucas said. 


Voting pattern 
parallels 1976 


Returns from, the May 23 primary 
election balloting show that Measure 5 
lost by substantial margins in every one 
of Oregon’s 36 counties. 

Final unofficial statewide totals were 
186,137 (34%) Yes votes to 356,285 
(66%) No votes. 

The map (left) illustrates the voting 
pattern in Tuesday’s election on 
Measure 5. The most positive vote (43% 
Yes) came from Washington County. 

The overall voting pattern on 
Measure 5 was similar to the pattern 
found during the November, 1976 
general election balloting on Measure 8, 
a one-cent gas tax increase, with 
Willamette Valley counties being 
generally the most supportive and 
southwestern Oregon the least 
supportive. 

The extent of the No vote seems to 
indicate a current public mood of “no 
more taxes” rather than specific local 
reactions to the various issues contained 
in Measure 5. 
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Close partnership 
comes to an end 


People form attachments to 
sorts of things, but who’s 
“srown accustomed” to a 


all 
ever 


stapler? 
Marge 


Kurth, 
retired as a DMV 
(i yasalemsaeuinieare 
understandable -- she used her 
Bostitch Model B-5-B made in 
1939 almost every day for the 
past 22 years. When offered 
newer models through the: years, 
she always refused. (The older 
ones are heavier, more reliable, 
she says.) 

And she knows 
many staples  they’ve been 
through together: 965,400. 

The counting wasn’t as 
involved as it seems. Her method 
is a well-known ritual among 
co-workers. When Marge begins a 
new box, she numbers it. She 
was working on no. 194 when 
she retired. 

“You know, it really is a 
dumb thing to do, but when | 
started, it was hard to stop,” 
she said. “They handed me a 
box of 5,000 staples when | 
first came to work and | 
couldn’t imagine using that many 
in my lifetime. So that’s why | 
started keeping track.” 

“1 could have stayed here 
until | reached a million staples, 
| suppose,” she said. “But that 
would really be ridiculous!” 


who recently 
refund clerk 
way, it’s 


exactly how 


William W. Reed 
May retirees 

The following employees retired 
recently: 

William Wayne Reed, Salem; 
highway engineer 4; 25 _ years. 
Retired March 30. 

Truman A. , Bishop, Portland; 
engineering technician 2; 15 years. 
Retired May 5. 

Elton V. Pulver, Sutherlin; 


highway maintenance worker 3; 22 
years. Retired May 11. 

Lyle Carver, North Bend; park 
ranger 1; four years. Retired May 4. 


Personnel has a busy month 


The following employees 
promoted last month. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


were 


William C. Bergstedt, HWY; highway -— 


engineer 2 to HE 3, Portland. 

Steve Bolman, HWY; __ highway 
maintenance worker 1 to HMW 2, 
Santiam Junction. 

Homer H. Britain, HWY; HMW 3 to 
HMW 4, Milwaukie. 


P. M. Callender, HWY; engineering 
aide to ET 1, Roseburg. 
Linda J. Carter, HWY; HMW 1 to 


HMW 2, Hermiston. 
Thomas J. Chambers, 
to HMW 2, Portland. 
Edna A. Comerford, HWY; model 
maker in Traffic Section to ET 2 in 
Operations Planning, Salem. 

Ferris R. Cornelius, HWY; HMW 1, 
Lincoln City to ET 1, Salem. 

Bruce J. Cronin, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Portland. 

David L. Day, HWY; ET 1 to HE 1, 
Albany. 

Clarence J. Eshelman, HWY; geologist 
2 to 3, Portland. 

Kenneth Fickel, HWY; EA, Molalla, 
to ET 1, Hermiston. 

Michael H. Figg, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Bend. 

Kenneth L. Freese, HWY; HMW 1 to 
HMW 2, Ontario. 


HWY; HMW 1 


Orville D. Gaylor, HWY; ET 2, 
Roseburg, to HE 1, Salem. 

Charles J. Gillespie, HWY; ET 1 to 
ET 2, Portland. 

David G. Harmon, HWY;-ET 1 to 
HE 1, Portland. 

M. R. Harrington, HWY; ET 1 to 
MEd salems 

Robert R. Harrison, HWY; EA to 


ET 1, Portland. 


Donna L. Kilber, TECH SERVICES; 
program exec. 1 to 2, Environmental 
Section, Salem. 
Frank F. Lahr, 
HMW 3, Salem. 
Terry J. Lenz, 
Salem. ; 
Robert D. Long, HWY; HMW 1 to 
HMW 2, Florence. 

Vernon W. Lowry, HWY; HMW 3 to 


HWY; HMW 2 to 
HWY; EA to ET 1, 


maintenance supervisor 1, 
Canyonville. 

Lawrence N. Mann, HWY; electronic 
LOCI NOI Salemney COMMeN elias tteChe male 
Milwaukie. 

Allen G. Mickey, HWY; geologist 1 
to HE 1, Salem. 


Ronald L. Merwin, PARKS; park 
aide to ranger 1, Harris Beach State 


Park. 

Ault Lee. Moore, Jr.. HWY; HMW 3 
_to HMS 1, Sandy. 

Terry R. McArtor, HWY; ET 1 to 


HE 1, Pendleton. 

James H. McClain, HWY; HMS 1 to 
HMS 2, Bend. 

Gordon P. McLaughlin, HWY; HE 1 
to HE 2, Salem. 

Christopher Myers, HWY; HMW 2, 
Salem to ET 1, Eugene. 

Roger W. Olson, HWY; ET 1 to ET 
2, Medford. 

Donald Oster, HWY; HE 1, Salem to 
HE 2, Astoria. 
Bill T. Randall, 
3, Salem. 

John K. Read, HWY; HE 1, 
to HE 2, Salem. 
Dennis A. Richards, 
HE 1, Portland. 
James C. Risley, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Portland. 

Keith R. Rudisil, HWY; HE 1, 
Corvallis, to HE 2, Salem. 

John H. Sargeant, HWY; ET 1 to 
ET 2, Portland. 


HWY eee 2) to ER, 
Astoria, 


HWY; ET 1 to 


Zz 


Ruben C. Herrera, HWY; HMW 1 to 
HMW 2, Salem. vy, ea 
Robert W. Hill, HWY; HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Eugene. 

Bryan Gi Inman, HWY; ET 1 to HE 
1, Eugene. 

Carmel Johnson, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Roseburg. 

Donald L. Jordan, HWY; ET 1 to 
HE 1, Newport. 


Martin D. Scull, 
HMS 1, Coos Bay. 
Ranvir Singh, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Portland. 


HWY; HMW 2 to 


Jeffrey Spalding, HWY; ET 1, The 
Dalles, to HE 1, Albany. 
Leland L. Stoner, HWY; ET 1 to 


ET 2, Portland. 


Delia Young 
Michael Swan, HWY; EA to ET 1, 
Salem. 
Virgil Tipton, HWY; HMW 2 to 


HMW 3, Albany. 

Felix Valenzuela) HWY; HMW 1 to 
HMW 2, Baker. 
David Vanessen, 
HMW 3, Albany. 


HWY; HMW 2 to 


Gary S. Waltenbaugh, TECH. 
SERVICES; Program exec. 2 to 
environ. spc. 3, Environmental 


Section, Salem. 
Lawrence Weaver,, HWY; HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Portland. 


Dale R. Wickert, HWY; ET 1, 
Eugene, to HE 1, Ontario. | 
Delia Young, ADMIN; _ secretary, 
Project Management, to Admin. 
Assist., Urban Studies, Salem. 


Robert H. Ziebell, HWY; ES rom 
jE, 2 Salem. ater ‘3 


DMV Re aatente = 
Promoted from clerical assistant to 


clerical specialist in Salem are: Susan 


SEES mi 
Clarence Eshelman 


rane 


Markishtum, Celia Slack, Doris 
Bosch, Connie Rouse, Kathy Kleen, 
Michael Unger, Deborah Hanslovan, 
Virginia Westfall. 
John Descutner, 
office manager, 
Grove. 

Joan White, MVR 1, 


MVR 2, Eugene, to 
(MVR 3), Cottage 


Burns, to MVR 


| 


Pat Callender 


2, Dallas. 

Mary Burbidge, 
secretary, Salem. 
Karen Gage, CA, Salem to MVR 1, 
Gresham. 


clerical assistant to 


Scott McDonald, MVR 1 to 2, 
Beaverton. ; 

Kathy Winter, CA to MVR _ 1, 
Tualatin. : 
Peter Nunnenkamp, MVR 3 to 4, 


assistant Northern Region. supervisor, 
Beaverton. 
Angeline Seefeld, MVR 2 to 3, West 


Eugene. 

Julia Bell, CA to MVR 1, St. 
Helens. 

Wayne Ernshaw, MVR 1 to. 2, 
Springfield. 


Dennis Pendergrass, MVR 1 to 2, ; i 
West Eugene. — eddy Sees) sees 3 


: Margaret Walden, — MVR- 1 ‘to zeae Segoe 


Eugene. ; 
Paul Hegscrom, MVR 2, Corvallis to 
MVR 3, Salem. 


Jack spencer, center was greeted by a sign before being transfered to the Central and 
Northwest DMV Regions. as manager. With him are Rolo Staples, left, and Dick 


Summers. 


Farewell party held 
for Jack Spencer 


A farewell party was held May 6 
in Medford for Jack Spencer, DMV 
Southwest Region supervisor. Spencer 
recently moved to head up _ the 
Central and Northwest Regions. (See 
story, page one). 

About 45 employees 
Motor Vehicles and Highway 
Divisions shared a large “horseshoe” 
cake with Jack and his wife Ethel. 
They presented a travel bar to Jack 


from the 


and a jewelry case to Ethel. 


“Jack has been here for 23 years 
and everyone in this region hates to 
see him go,” a spokesman at the 
Medford office said. “We wish him 
the best of Iuck.”’ 

Bob Dow, formerly the Northern 
Region Supervisor, took over 
Spencer’s job. : 


Color photos don’t 
work; call us 


VIA has been receiving color 
news photos from various field 
offices in the state. We greatly 
appreciate the effort. 

Unfortunately, we’re unable to 
print from color photos or 
unless the contrast is 


negatives 
extremely sharp. 


Also, photos taken with 
smaller, Instamatic-type cameras 
tend to be out of focus when 
enlarged to newspaper size. 

Continue keeping VIA in 
mind. If you have newsworthy 
photo ideas, let us know and 
we'll make arrangements with 
our photographers. 


*) 


EN satisfied, BID: percent jof, these gepids 
wns be scrapped.’ ih Rad : 
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Controlling paper work 


Records : The eye of the storm 


Editor’s note: This article is part of 
a series describing the different sections 
and units of ODOT. 


Red Tape. 
The phrase has been known to 


induce frustrated trembling, clenched 


fists, occasional mayhem. 

It’s been called everything from a 
necessary evil to a bureaucratic plot to 
control the public. 

Government in’ general generates a 
lot of paper work -- reports, policies, 
documents, forms, letters, requisitions, 
to name just a few. Somebody has to 
keep on top of our paper storm. 
Otherwise, state buildings, including the 
Transportation building in Salem, would 
be literally filled with paper. 

At the eye of ODOT’s paper 
hurricane is the Records Management 
Section, headed by Bill Brockhaus. The 
section is in the General Services 
Branch. 

The section handles. 
disposition, 
systems. 


records 
forms control and_ filing 


By the truckload 


During the past few years, ODOT in 
Salem has “disposed of truckloads of 
old records,’ Brockhaus says. Some of 
the vital records, such as engineering 
data, are being preserved on microfilm, 
and at the state’s archives. 

“Records disposition is governed by 
law,”’ Brockhaus notes. “Unlike a few 
years ago, we now have schedules and 
guidelines for disposal. We have to 
remember that most records are just 


S tools to do a job. After the job is done, 


and audit and legal requirements 


Rae Cleaning « out 6 asa area 
“in the Salem Transportation Building 


has given more room for semi-active 


files. “It saves money. It costs 14 cents 
a square foot in rent for basement 
storage, whereas it costs 62 cents a 
square foot for active office space,’’ 
Brockhaus said. 


Keeping in good form 


The section provides forms analysis 
and design services. ODOT. uses 3,000 


_ forms in various transactions. 


Two years ago, Gov. Bob Straub 
issued an order to curb paper work and 
simplify forms used by the public. 

Surprisingly, ODOT’s form volumn 


- hasn’t increased over the past few years. 


“Our operations have slowed down,” 
Brockhaus said. “‘We handle fewer types 
of forms than we did in 1965.” 

The section recently compiled a 
Forms Control Policy adopted by the 


ape "governments _ 


Administration Branch to streamline 
ODOT forms. The policy is part of an 
over-all plan which began last January 
to provide forms analysis and design 
services and to help in printing and 
distribution. 


160 offices, 160 systems 


ODOT’s filing system has evolved in 
the past eight years from “having 160 
offices, each with different systems, to a 
standard system,” Brockhaus said. 

The system is used by many 
governmental agencies. “‘It has enabled 
us to quickly locate material in all 
sections, to easily establish disposition 


schedules, and to keep information 
current.” 
The section is working on 


centralizing ODOT files in the General 
Files Unit, headed by Phyllis Lannigan. 

“We also plan to set up a central 
historical file of ODOT’s policy and 
organizational changes through the 
years since 1913.” 

Working with Brockhaus are Dave 
Crosley, forms analyst; Trish Dunn, files 
and records analyst; Gayla Cavaliere 
(analyst at DMV) and the General Files 
Unit. 

The future of files and records will 
see more computers. ‘We continue to 
put more records into computer tapes 
and will be increasing our use of 
computer terminals,”” Brockhaus said. 

“We are turning more to microfilm 
for economical records processing, for 
vital records security and to save space.” 


OH, DOTTIE! 


HOW ABOUT 
THIS FORM! 


Ye y 
IP SSON De pmRTANENT G 


‘Qa Co ot 


Banfield efforts reveal agency changes 


“Banfield or Bust” and ‘Never any 
problems, just a new challenge.” 

When a project is as big and unique 
as the Banfield Transitway, a slogan can 
help. The METRO Banfield Project 
office kept these in mind during the 
busy months leading to the project’s 
April 6 public hearing. 

METRO’s effort at coordinating the 
transportation proposal, along with the 
job of informing the public about the 
Banfield, was such a success that it 
elicited editorial roses from the Portland 
Oregonian. 

The project was unique because a 
proposed transportation route 
combined numerous’ transit and auto 
elements. Besides working with this new 


_ concept, METRO staffers” coordinated beat 
the efforts of local and — regional — i 
the planning, as 


- during” 
well as public information status of the 
project. 

“Working with outside agencies and 
trying to coordinate the efforts of all to 
get something done wasa challenge,” 
explained Robert Sandmann, special 
projects coordinator. Assisted by Pat 
Patterson, Sandmann steered the project 


» to the final, public hearing. 


Sandmann’s greatest satisfaction? 

“Getting through the hearing,” he 
said. “We set the date and made it, 
through the efforts of a lot of people. It 
has been a learning experience.” 

Sandmann and Patterson see the 
Banfield project as an example of the 
change now happening in ODOT: The 
public and local governments are 
becoming more involved in 
transportation planning stages. 

The METRO staff was deeply 
involved in getting the work out -- they 


attended over 100 citizen and technical 
committee meetings; presented over 90 
slide shows; conducted public meetings 
providing question-answer forums; and 
rotated information booths among key 
locations, such as banks. 

“Tl always liked getting out among 
people,’’ Sandmann said. “It was 
interesting to listen to people, and learn 
about their feelings.” 

Sandmann and Patterson said the 
biggest challenge they faced was the 


draft environmental impact statement. 
Composing the two-inch thick volumes 
was one “‘big jigsaw puzzle,’ Sandmann 
said. ‘The environmental section pulled 
it together very well.” 

Employees involved in_ similar 
transportation projects should “have a 
lot of patience,” Sandmann advised. 
“Don’t go into the project too deeply 
entrenched with your own ideas. Be 
willing to listen and leave yourself open 
to all alternatives.” 


Lisa Silven, Banfield Project secretary, brings a cake to Bob Sandmann, special 
projects coordinator during a celebration after the firial public hearing. 


Editors address parks, safety issues 


While most recent editoral 
comments concerning ODOT have 
been devoted to the gas tax increase, 
other department activities did not 
escape notice. 

The ever-popular state parks 
attracted several favorable statements. 

“Oregon’s state parks may be the 
most popular service furnished by 
the state,” says the MEDFORD 
MAIL-TRIBUNE. It continues: 

“To put it in perspective, more 
persons than the total population of 
Oregon visited the parks in March. 
And during the nine-month period, 


the total visitation was about 10 
times the total population of the 
State. 


“Can any state service (with the 
exception of highway) boast a 


an similar record of public participation, 


enjoyment and use?” 


The DAILY ASTORIAN cited 


_ Parks for its spirit of cooperation. 


"When the Park Branch of the State 


Department of Transportation 
approached the Clatsop County 
Commission three years ago with a 
proposal that the state acquire 
timber land on Tillamook Head, the 
commission expressed concerns which 
many residents of the- county shared. 

“Assured that all demands of 
Clatsop County. commissioners have 
been satisfied through timber land 
exchanges, members of the state 
Transportation Commission voted last 
week to buy the strip of timber 
land on Tillamook Head. — 

“They acted properly. The Clatsop 
County Commission made no 
demands regarding the transaction 
that have not been satisfied.” 


Parks being me toity’ 


Attacking the surcharge for 
non-resident state ee campers, the 
LEWISTON (idaho) TRIBUNE says, 


“Oregon, in a burst of. chauvinistic 


taxation, charges additional pyernisnt 


Seay. 


: ; 
eh BE: 


NEWS, 


fees in its public campgrounds to 
residents of other states -- a clear 
declaration that Oregon is only for 
Oregonians and that others may 
trifle with its public parks, but only 
by paying heavy dues. 

“Oregon is being awfully hoity 
toity in the matter. But Idaho’s 
policy of retaliation is almost as 
silly. 

Turn ’em loose 


The SANDY POST lauded 


‘“ODOT’s recent selling of some of 


the .Mt. Hood Freeway corridor 
property. “The State Department of 
Transportation has its faults, but 
selling property isn’t one of them.” 
“Who needs a gasoline tax? Just 
turn the state’s agents loose to buy 


more house!”’ 
Hwy. 126 unforgiving 


VENETA WEST LANE 
reporting on the Highway 


The 


126 issue, says, “Twice more and in 
sickeningly-swift succession, Highway 
126 through our West Lane area 


proves its death-dealing reputation. 

“Yes, as someone said at the 
scene of one of the two fatality 
crashes this weekend, it’s the drivers. 
True, drivers make mistakes. We all 
do. But this particular stretch of 
highway is so unforgiving of error. 
All too often, no second chance is 
allowed.” 


Flashing lights help 


The BEAVERTON VALLEY 
TIMES, referring to recent progress 
in improving road crossing safety in 
Washington County, says, ‘‘While it 
is impossible to protect drivers 
against their own carelessness it is 
encouraging to note that gates, or 
flashing lights do help. Less than 20 


percent of the Oregon crossing 
accidents occurred at _ protected 
crossings.” 


JUNE 1978 


VIA 


PAGE 6 


ic 


DONNA WIED, PARKS 
Clerical Specialist, Salem 


Improving our public image is critical 
now, so the open houses were indeed 
worthwhile. We (ODOT) are responsible 
to the public and need to make every 
effort to show we are interested in 
providing services as best we can, and 
are trying to be responsive to their 
needs. We should continually seek 
opportunities to present the department 
in a positive manner. 


LEROY JOSEPH, METR 
HE 1, Portland 


Our open house was informative to 


those who attended. There was a 
moderate dissemination’ of 
information. 


JACK AYERS, HWY 
Utility engineer, Roseburg 


| organized Region 3 efforts here 
last year. We worked, went to 
meetings, advertised it and nobody 
showed up. It left a bad taste in 
our mouths. We realize people need 
to learn about ODOT, but there are 
better services, such as more specific 
tours, we can provide. We’re too far 
from the mainstream here, and we 
didn’t have the time or equipment 
to organize one at a _ shopping 
center. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are. edited only 
for length. 


ee 


TED COONFIELD, ADMIN 
Employee Development Manager 


For the few people who are 
genuinely interested, open houses are 
worthwhile. To find out whether 
they are cost-effective, a study could 
be done. | found the Salem open 
house worthwhile because often | 
don’t get a chance to learn about 
other ODOT functions. 


ad An 3 


LISA JOHNSON, TRAVEL 
Clerical Assistant, Salem 


The open house in Salem was a good 
chance for the public to see what they 
normally don’t see on other days. As a 
hostess, | was busy all day talking to 
people. They all had questions and 
seemed quite interested in ODOT. 


the state 


during National 


PA KS 5 Le OD 


ERNIE PHILLIPS, HWY 
Dist. 7 office mgr., Coos Bay 


Open houses are okay for larger 
metropolitan areas. Here, they don’t 
go over very well. If we had put 
one on this year, it may have been 
good for the school kids. But 
generally, people are more interested 
in fishing and going to the beach 
here. 


3 ae 


JIM HUNTER, ADMIN 
Exec. Assist. to director, Salem 


| was very impressed with the Salem 
open house. I’ve seen similar events 
at other agencies, such as Fish and 
Wildlife, and feel ours compares 
favorably. The active exhibits, such 
as the air bag car, seemed to attract 
the most attention, especially from 
kids. Increased public awareness of 
our programs is important. But the 
open house also helps to give 
employees a feeling for our diverse 
activities. 


Transportation 
worthwhile, and in general are open houses a good idea? 


CANDID COMMENTS 


Much time and effort went into planning open houses throughout 
they 


Week. Were 


MVR 1, LaGrande 


| think it’s a terrific idea, the people, 
especially the school children got a lot 
out of it. They seemed especially 


interested in the photo licensing process 
and asked a lot of questions. In general, 
it’s a worthwhile project. 


DALE ALLEN, HWY 
Region 4 Engineer, Bend 


Region 4’s open house was held in. 
the Bend shopping center. This 
provided good public exposure with 
a minimum of disruption. If you - 
keep it simple with a few high 
quality exhibits, the public seems to 
appreciate the effort. 


GLEN SHELTON, HWY 
Dist. Sign foreman, Pendleton 


Yes. It gave the public, especially 
school kids, a good opportunity to 
see our operations, and it gave me a 
chance to display vandalized signs 
and explain the high costs of 
replacing them, which is important 
to tell the younger people about. 


= oo aa) a 


Chaney who died April 10 
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ODOT Policy and Program 
Development is entering a ‘Gestalt’ 
phase. 

In simple terms, Gestalt means 
“the whole’ -- separate parts (like 


mind and body) don’t work alone; 
they work as a unit, according to 


the Gestalt theory of human 
behavior. 

PP Exon nlesitaMitnses |) le 
department’s future program 
projections into one _ Six-Year 


Transportation Program. Before, each 


The Highway Division 


» Divisions 


division formed separate programs. 
and Parks 
Branch each had six-year programs. 
Public Transit and Aeronautic 
have devised — similar 
projections of future programs and 
expenditures. 

Task forces within the branches 
and divisions are in the early 
planning stages of the project, says 
Bob Blensly, Program Development 
and Evaluation manager. 


Working with him are Mark Ford, 


CAR program launched 
at DMV; response good 


Getting people involved in citizen 
advisory groups is a common agency 
problem -- folks are just plain tired 
to going to meetings, it seems. 

Not so at the DMV. More people 
signed up for the experimental CAR 


Grover named 


DMV Administrator Skip Grover has 
been named second vice president of the 
Region 4 American Association of 
Motor Vehicle Administrators. 

He was chosen during the Western 
regional meeting held in Anchorage, 
AK., last May. He will eventually move 
into the presidency. 


Remembering... 


“He owas one of the best 


construction . resident engineers we 
had,’’ said Chuck Fredrickson, 
Region 2 engineer, of James E. 


in a 
“He worked on some 
biggest construction 


Salem hospital. 
of the valley’s 


projects.” 


Chaney, 54, worked in _ the 
Eugene-Springfield area for 20 years 
before being assigned to Salem as 
the regional locating engineer for the 
past six years before his disability 
retirement. 

Chaney was a World War II Navy 
veteran. Survivors include his wife, 
JoAnn, two daughters and five sons. 


Tea and wildflowers 


Parks enlist help from volunteers 


(Community Advisory Representative) 
Program last month than the division 
had room for, according to Dave 
Davis, information representative. 
Sixty-five applications were 
received fro the four pilot panels in 
Eugene, Lake Oswego, Beaverton and 


Gresham. Twenty-seven were from 
Eugene. About 40 persons were 
selected by DMV Administrator Skip 
Grover, based on _ field office 
managers’ recommendations. 

“CAR panels will suggest ideas 


on how to improve DMV_ programs 
in their areas and in general,” said 
Dwight Apple, special customer 
service 


manager, who heads up the 
program. 


Apple also wants DMV employees 
to suggest improvements. “Put them 
in writing so | can bring them to 
the panels,” he said. 

Forms designs may be one of the 
first projects facing the CAR panels. 
Other issues include public access to 


_ driving records and office hours. 


Field office managers involved in 
the program. will need — special 
training, Apple said. ‘They will need 
to know how to work with groups and 
will also need to know more about the 
workings of the DMV.” 

CAR applicants came from varied 
backgrounds. Among them were a 
college administrator, saw mill 
worker, truck drivers, a veterinarian, 
mortician and a high school teacher. 

Grover hopes to eventually set up 
panels in each field office location. 


Blanche Sweger, left, discusses ths nisteey and care of wildflowers with Laurie 
Brauer, volunteer coordinator at Silver Falls State Park. The tall plant at left (called 
.  Candyflower) was used by early-day goldminers in salads. — 


Alan Lightner and Andre Kimboko. 

Task forces will be projecting 
finances, goals, objectives and specific 
programs to accomplish during the 
period 1980 to 1985. 


“We are now pulling together 
programs at the division level,” 
Blensly says. “By August’ or 


September, we should have the 
combined program drafted.” 

The department-wide program will 
help eliminate conflicts among 


increased 
highways, 


As travel 


Oregon’s forming the 


in the 1920s, 
skeleton of our state park 


Department - wide 6-year plan in making 


divisions, Blensly says. 

“Previous programs, 
Six-Year Highway 
Program, related to capital outlay 
rather than’ administrative and 
maintenance programs,” Blensly says. 
“The total program will deal with all 
aspects on a department-wide level, 
so if there are conflicts, such as two 


such as the 
Improvement 


division competing for the same 
money, the problems can be 
resolved.” 


parks and waysides sprang up along 


system. 


Sometimes parks and roads were inseparable, as shown here at Latourell 


Park in Multnomah County along the Columbia River. 
“traffic jams’ 
the highway before hiking off to picnic. 
It was named for Joseph Latourell, 
the grandfather of an ODOT employee, Ray Latourell. 


some of the state’s earliest 


the Guy Talbot State Park. 


Travelers caused 
by parking their cars right on 
Latourell Park is now part of 
who was 
Ray works in the 


Transportation Building mailroom in Salem. 


Blanche Sweger of Silverton loves 
wildflowers. She knows the care and 
feeding of each variety native to 
Silver Falls State Park. She grows 
them, paints them, and photographs 
them. ; 

She shared her expertise recently 
with visitors at the park, who sipped 
Yerba Buena (good herb) tea, also 
native to the park, as they viewed 
60 potted varieties at the lodge. 

The “Wildflower Weekend’ was 
part of a new parks branch 
program: Getting volunteers involved 


in interpretive programs. Volunteers 
like Ms. Sweger also help park 
personnel at Ft. Stevens, Champoeg, 
Beverly Beach and South Beach 
State Parks. Part-time employees 
coordinate volunteer efforts in each 
park. 


Headed by Barbara-Lee Orloff of 
Portland, the pilot began in January. 
“Friends of Tryon Creek State Park, 
a volunteer group, was so successful 
in stirring community interest in 
parks that the branch decided to 
enlarge the program,” she explained. 

“There’s an untapped resource of 
people who are willing to contribute 
to the parks in their areas, by 
offering historical or natural 
interpretation,” she said. 


Rather than merely asking for 
help, coordinators have been planning 
special programs to bring people to 
the parks. “We want to attract 
people with projects, not through 
paper or telephone calls,’ Ms. Orloff 
said, adding ‘We're developing a 
constituency to support the parks 
branch and its programs, such as the 
Willamette River Greenway.” 

Special program have 
well-received. At Silver Falls, 


been 
despite 


“There’s an untapped resource 
of people who are willing to 
contribute to the parks in their 
areas, by offering historical or 
natural interpretation.” 


the constant rain May 13 and 14, 
visitors turned out steadily to look 
at the flowers. 

“Some visitors indicated an 
interest to work as volunteers,” said 
John Lilly, park manager. He noted 
that volunteers act as receptionists at 
the lodge, and assist the park 
naturalist in interpretive programs. 

If enough interest is shown, the 
volunteer program will be developed 
statewide next fall, with coordinators 
in park district headquarters. 
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By Shannon Priem Allen 

She enjoyed writing letters for her 
boss, but after a while, she wanted to 
write her own. 

That’s how Adele Egan describes the 
roots of her 30-year climb to become 
ODOT’s highest-ranking woman in 
management. 

The trim, well dressed woman in her 
early 50s is manager of the Right of 
Way Office Unit in Salem. With a smile, 
she describes herself as a “Good, strong 
DOT employee.” Friends and colleagues 
describe her as articulate, very capable, 
an expert in her field. 

Adele began her career at the bottom 
rung of the clerical series in 1948, just 
after receiving a degree in economics 
from Willamette University. She was 
one of two women in her class. 

After discovering that secretarial 
work in the maintenance division was a 
“dead-end” for women in those days, 
Adele moved to Right of Way as a map 
clerk. From there, the climb was slow 
but steady. 

Becoming the departments first 
female right of way agent in 1956 
wasn’t easy. “That was my first run-in 
with civil service,’ she remembers with 
a laugh. 

“They resisted me at first, telling me 
simply that | didn’t qualify,’ Adele 
says, “but | didn’t back down and had 
complete support from the 
department.”’ She was assistant office 
manager at the time. 

She met further resistance as she 
sought promotions. “The main problem 
has been the labels attached to these 
jobs,” Adele says. As a right of way 


1. The largest state park is: 


a. Fort Stevens 


a. Neither. 
b. Machines, 
c. Horses. 
let them go by. 


levied in 1901 on: 


roads. 


a. Metro area, northwestern 


a. 1917S be hI32 


c. Mutt and Jeff 


Trans-Trivia 


For the answers, see page eight. 
b. Silver Falls c. Honeyman 


2. Most traffic through Oregon occurs on I-5 between Oregon and 
Washington. Where is the next largest volume found? 


a. Between Nevada and Idaho on Hwy. 95. 

b. Between Oregon and Idaho on I-80N. 

c. Between Washington and California on Hwy. 101. 
d. Between Washington and California on Hwy. 97. 


3. Horses first encountered mechanically-driven rivals on the road in 
the 1880s. Who had the right-of-way on Oregon’s narrow roads? 


Both proceeded to the right of the road with caution. 


because they could force everyone else off the road. 
Vehicles stopped 100 feet from approaching horses to 


4. Oregon’s first highway user fee’ was not-a gasoline tax. 


a. Bicycle riders for the construction of bike paths along public 


b. Teamsters, whose heavy freight wagons damaged roads. 
c. Threshing machine owners, whose machines damaged bridges. 


5. What part of the state has the most cars per person? The fewest? 
b. Willamette Valley, southeastern 
c. Southeastern, Willamette Valley 
6. When was the Landscape Division established? 


c. 1948 d. 1964 


7. Two un-named carpenters were pictured in their over-alls on page 
two of last month’s VIA. Who are they? 


a. Kirk Fox: and Ray Pierpoint 
b. Don Ferris and Doug Knudsen 


agent, for instance, she had to meet one 
set of criteria, and another as a program 
executive, regardless of what the she 
actually did as assistant office manager. 

She was promoted to office manager 
in 1972 as right of way agent 3 and 
became an agent 4 in 1975. 

Adele supervises 12 employees. She 
aptly describes the office unit as a 
“large escrow business.” Since 1933, 
there have been 50 thousand property 
transactions, she notes. 

The office provides the “paper 
work” for initial property negotiation 
through title and closing stages. The 
unit also assists in land transactions for 
cities and counties. 

The 1950s were especially busy years 
for Right of Way, buying freeway 
property during the departments road 
construction peak. 


“| ‘m a good, strong DOT employee. # 
“I enjoy the challenge.” 


It was 


“Our main concern was to pay 
people soon with the least amount of 
trouble,” she says, “And we often wrote 
letters for people to mortgage 
companies.” 

Obtaining a work easement from a 
property owner is a common example 
of today’s property transaction, Adele 
notes. 

She has seen the department grow 
from a very engineering-oriented agency 
to a diversified one. How does she view 
the change? 

“When ODOT gets out of its growing 
pains, we'll have a strong, viable agency. 
People are trying, and they’re dedicated. 
We will be as integrated as Highway 
was,’’ she says. 

“Sometimes people still use the term 
Highway, rather that ODOT,” she adds. 
» Wie ccanest-swipenihat rout 
completely--and we shouldn’t, because 
the Highway Division is still a major 
part of ODOT.” 

Although she’s. put in more years 
than most people retire with, Adele’s 
retirement plans are still a long way off. 
“Il enjoy the challenge here, with a 
changing, diversified agency,” she says. 

“However, | don’t like the status of 
‘second class citizens’ state employees 
often get from the public,” she says, 
“and I’ve worked hard to dispel that 
feeling.” 

“Private industry encourages their 
employees to be publically active,”’ she 
adds. “I feel that state employees are 
somewhat limited in that respect and 
should be encouraged more.” 

Although her career has been her life, 
Adele is also known for her avid interest 


sail 


So close, yet so far... 
1. Edgar liams, MSR Box 179A, 
Prineville, 97754. Retired, 1976. 
Although Edgar can see the 
Ochoco Reservoir from his window, 


“1 still haven’t had much time to 
walk across the road to fish,” he 
writes. 


The liamses sold their home in 
Independence and now live 10 miles 
east of Prineville. They bought the 
property in 1972 and have been 
busy landscaping and fixing up their 
mobile home. 

“We had the trip of our lives,” 
he writes, referring to their travels 
through the southern states last fall. 
Edgar’s brother and his wife showed 
them the sights around Atlanta, GA. 
“We saw so many interesting places, 
| couldn’t write them in one letter.” 

Edgar invites friends to stop for a 
visit when they “are playing in the 
Central Oregon area.’ 


Baking for pleasure 


Edith S. Middleton, 5505 SE 85th 
Ave., Portland. Retired, 1977. 

Baking for pleasure, not for profit 
has been one of Edith’s hobbies 
since she retired. She and_ her 
daughter have been baking gourmet 
breads. 


Edith has | been 


studying real 
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Adele Egan, Right of Way Office 
Manager 


in gardening. 

She spends much time at the Century 
Farm where she grew up, just outside of 
Salem, Besides having an acre of 
“puttering ground”, Adele helps her 
brother in his nursery business. 

What advice does she offer to 
employees seeking promotions in 
ODOT? 

‘‘Work hard, keep a broad 
perspective and look at all aspects of a 
problem,” she says. “I’ve always been 
interested in how ODOT functions as a 


whole. It’s important to see the others _ 


sides of an issue; to see where you fit — 
into the agency.’ es 


ak 


home 
Portland Community 


estate, Wood WOrCne and. 
decorating at 
College. With her 
spends weekends. on 
improvement projects. 

“Il greatly enjoy VIA and read 
every word cover to cover,” she ~ 
writes. ‘‘Please continue to send it.” 


husband, she 
home 


‘A man for all seasons’ 


Fred E. Dorn, Box 322, Echo, OR., 
97826. Retired, 1973. 

Fred has hobbies for every season 
-- hunting pheasants, ducks and elk; 
pinochle; dancing; fishing; 
building; even baby sitting. 

Having two sons in Las Vegas, he 
and his wife spent several weeks 
there last winter. He helped build a 
home for his eldest son’s family and 
enjoyed taking care of his youngest 
son’s children. 

The Dorns have traveled through 


Arizona, Texas, Utah, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and Louisiana, and have 
fished at  Elko,, Nevada, Unity 


Reservoir and Diamond Lake. 


ANSWERS TO TRANSTRIVIA 
QUIZ: 1,b Silver Falls, however 
Ft. Stevens is the state’s most 


developed park; 2,a ; 3,c ; 4, 
as 5 CHO, C FRIED: 


traveling; 


